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According to statements by the Pentagon, joint US-Honduran war games in early May will mobilize
the largest number of US troops ever in Central America and the Caribbean. The exercise, codenamed "Solid Shield," will extend from Camp Lejeune, North Carolina to the northern coast of
Honduras, and will include several Caribbean sites. A total of 50,000 Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
and Coast Guard personnel will take part in the exercise, which will simulate the US response to
a Honduran call for troops to defend it against Nicaragua. "Solid Shield" will include the landing
of 5,000 US Marines in Honduras, mobilization of a carrier battle group in the Caribbean, rapid
deployment of troops from the 18th, 82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions, and a simulated evacuation
of the American military base at Guantanamo in Cuba. The Puerto Rican island of Vieques, long
used by the Navy to practice bombardments despite organized protests by its inhabitants, will
figure prominently, as will Roosevelt Roads. Undersecretary of Defense Richard Armitage described
"Solid Shield" at a March 23 press conference as a warning to Nicaragua. The Center for Defense
Information in Washington, which has studied how a US invasion of Nicaragua might take place,
has noted that most of the elements of a potential invasion are present in these war games. These
maneuvers are the latest and largest of the US "training exercises" carried out nearly continuously
in Central America since 1981. Their barely-concealed aim has been to threaten Nicaragua and to
weaken its defense against the contras by forcing it to divert resources to protect against a possible
US invasion. (From reports by the Coalition for a New Foreign Policy, Washington, DC.)
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